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Literacy is an important part of the learning out-

comes in the Early Framework. The concept of liter-

acy that was largely associated with printed matter 

is changing rapidly due to technological advance-

ments. This change in literacy habits, resulting from 

multimedia communication and use of internet, have 

reached children in the early childhood sector.  

Today, children are exposed to a range of symbols, 

patterns, graphics and text especially in the elec-

tronic media. Surprisingly, even very young children 

quickly learn to make meaning of these symbols and 

graphics when playing electronic games. Literacy is 

the ability to make meaning out of text, symbols and 

various other objects.  

Reading printed matter such as books are often still 

considered by many as a superior way of acquiring 

literacy skills. However, this landscape is changing 

fast and traditional printed matter is rapidly becom-

ing an obsolete tool. We as early childhood teachers 

still consider developing the children’s ability to write 

text is an integral part of the curriculum.  

It may be a radical view but will the children in our 

kinder ever require the ability to write with a pen 

when they enter the workforce in another fifteen to 

twenty years? Sadly, probably not.  

At Camberwell Junction, we take a proactive ap-

proach to use of modern technology in literacy edu-

cation. Our future programs will be based on a 

range of modern technology that offers a competi-

tive edge in children’s lives especially when they are 

preparing to enter primary school. 

Kinder Teacher: Sherryl  

Kinder Assistant: Christine 
New Approach to Literacy 

Using technology—Alexander, Rose, Kian and 

Matthew are listening to the story of the Big 

Bad Wolf. Alexander is deeply immersed in 

the story and showing an action while listen-

ing. Use of modern technology can be used to 

help children to develop imaginative skills. 

Children have to visualise the story and they 

use language in that process. 

 week ending 18 September 2015 

The children are engaged in literacy activities 

using printed catalogues. The literacy learning 

can be achieved though a range of activities 

Acquiring literacy skills is now achiev-

able using a range of media. Early 

Years Learning Framework encourages 

using modern technology to achieve 

literacy learning outcomes.  
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However, we will continue to develop the tradi-

tional writing and reading skills for the obvious 

reason that the primary education is still largely 

paper based. We invite you as parents to offer 

a mix of media at home to develop the literacy 

skills of your children. 

This irreversible technological change sweep-

ing around the globe brings many new dimen-

sions to early childhood education. We are ea-

ger to hear your views and expectations from 

us in the process of enhancing the literacy ca-

pabilities of your children.  

Sherryl Perera 

Kinder Teacher  

New Approach to Literacy   

The children are exposed to modern tech-

nology at very young ages. Some of the 

interactive electronic toys can have a posi-

tive impact on children acquiring literacy 

skills. 

Spring is on the way! 

The weather is beginning to change. We will take advantage of days the children can 

engage in more outdoor activities. It is going to be a happy time for all the children who 

love to spend time outside. 

At Camberwell Junction we are always ‘Sun Smart’ so please remember to send a 

clearly labelled hat and water bottle every day.  If your child has sensitive skin—please 

provide their own sunscreen.  Also please make sure your child is appropriately dressed 

for the hotter weather which includes a T-shirt under strappy sundresses for girls .  

Thanks for your cooperation.  

week ending 18 September 2015 
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The children make decisions 

We provide a range of rich play based learning experiences cascaded from our fort-

nightly plan. Each activity is designed to assist the children to achieve multiple skills.  

We encourage the children to select the activities they have a preference for in a par-

ticular moment. However, we observe the decisions taken by the children with a view 

to encourage them to try different type of activities. 

Isabel is engaged in a fine motor construction activ-

ity which she completed in a very creative manner. 

The colours have been used purposefully to make a 

cup using pegs. 

At this age, it requires a considerable level of con-

centration and creativity to complete a task of this 

nature.  

We observe each child’s capabilities with aim of 

challenging them with activities at a higher level of 

difficulty 

Kiaan  and Matilda are engrossed with the play 

dough.  

It is evident from the picture that they have a high 

level of concentration on the task in hand.  

Development of fine motor skills, sensory feeling 

of different textures and improving imaginative 

skills are main outcomes of these learning experi-

ences. 

Working as a group is an important skill that will 

be versatile during the transition phase to school.  

The children learn to show empathy to others and 

to share playing materials and tools. The children 

also learn from their peers.  

Observations on this group of children revealed a 

high level of verbal interactions and the children 

learning to work within their space.  

week ending 18 September 2015 
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week ending 18 September 2015 

The ability to imagine is an advanced memory 

function. If a child wants to be a mermaid, the 

child can be a mermaid (EYLF). Imagination re-

quires a concept, language, processes to men-

tally visualise the imaginative concept and 

sometimes to relate their communication and 

behaviour to suit the imaginative circum-

stances. 

Imagination dissolves all  physical barriers the 

children are generally subjected to. It opens up 

a whole new world from them to navigate. 

Thomas D, Sam, Thomas E and Shristi made a fire 
truck from wooden blocks.  

‘We are going very fast’ said Thomas D. 

Their conversations clearly proved that their 
minds are immersed in this  imaginative thinking 
of relating an abstract construction to a real life 
situation. 

Flynn, Kate and Aishu are pretending they have 

gone on a picnic. They were  playing in the home 

corner. 

Kate: ‘Shhh - the babies are sleeping’ 

Aishu: “We need to be quiet, otherwise the babies 

will wake up” 

Then the children were silent for a moment. 

Flynn:  ‘I am having a cup tea like in the plane’ 

All the children were trying to behave as they have 

gone on a picnic showing their ability to adjust the 

behaviour to suit the imaginative circumstances. 

 

Flynn, Xavier, Shristi, Isabel, Zara and Thomas 

are playing bingo. They learnt the rules of the 

game and recognize numbers leading to cogni-

tive development. Numbers were called ran-

domly and the children had to place a cotton 

reel on the number called.  Zara, Shristi and 

Thomas helped other children, if they missed a 

number. There were numerous mathematical 

learning and conversations during this game. 
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week ending 18 September 2015 

Mia, Zara, Isabel and Shristi are listening to music as a group. They were enjoying the music 

and performed brief dancing actions. 

Children develop a sense of belonging to groups and communities and an understanding of 

the reciprocal rights and responsibilities necessary for active community participation 

(EYLF—Outcome 2) 

MUSIC 

Music is an integral part of our curriculum at 

Camberwell Junction. It’s included in our pro-

gram as a continuous  curriculum activity rang-

ing from introduction to various musical equip-

ment, listening to sounds of various musical 

instruments, singing and listening to songs as 

depicted in the picture above. 

We also use various types of music for our re-

laxation and yoga activities. 

Music is  a useful activity to manage the stress in 

children. It allows them to relax and take their 

minds away from the routine activities. 

We encourage you to provide rich opportunities 

at home  for the children to develop their music 

capabilities and the ability to appreciate various 

types of music. Over the years the academics 

have argued that similar to speaking and writing, 

the music talent too can be acquired by young 

children if they are offered the right opportuni-

ties.  
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week ending 18 September 2015 

Thomas and Xavier worked together us-

ing the multi coloured connectors to 

make a ferries wheel. They were looking 

at the catalogue and making negotia-

tions and decisions as to what comes 

next to complete the ferries wheel. 

They were using their problem solving 

abilities, communication skills and logi-

cal thinking to arrive at their goals.  

Construction is an activity where chil-

dren experiment with three dimen-

sional concept.    

At Camberwell Junction we try to break 

the  gender barriers in participating in 

certain activities. We encourage all the 

children to engage in construction ac-

tivities. 

CONSTRUCTION 

Children develop dispositions for learning such as curiosity, cooperation, con-

fidence, creativity, commitment, enthusiasm, persistence, imagination and re-

flexivity (EYLF—Outcome 4) 
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week ending 18 September 2015 

Circle session – we read 

the story of Mrs Honey’s 

Hat. While the story was 

read children had to place 

objects on the hat and ob-

jects off the hat. This gave 

the children to use props 

and create their story.  

Group time is an important part of each day at kinder. 

Group time offers vital social interaction experiences 

that will be useful when the children enter into main 

stream primary education. 

GROUP OUTDOOR ACTIVITY 

The children enjoyed 

dancing with a musi-

cal group in the out-

side play area. 

GROUP ACTIVITIES 
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week ending 18 September 2015 

Play dough is always a hit. This activity was ini-

tiated by the children. We used the opportunity 

to discuss about measurement of weight. The 

children learned as to why we need to meas-

ure, how we measure and how to use the con-

cept of weight to get the correct mixture to 

make the playdough. Children used their imagi-

native skills to manipulate the shape of play-

dough in to different objects. 

Edward: I made a spider. 

Kate: I made a pancake Flynn. What are you do-

ing? 

Flynn: I am rolling the playdough to make some 

shapes. 

It was a highly interactive session.  

Isabel created two people using the connectors. This shows her ability to  manipulate tools to  

create various objects. This also shows that Isabel has a good understanding of the parts of 

the body. 
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week ending 18 September 2015 

In the kinder we each take responsibility and share the cleaning tasks after lunch 

to stack the chairs, sweep the floor, clean tables and put the chairs back around 

the tables. These activities help children to show belonging to a community or 

group. Children also take responsibility to their actions and develop awareness of 

measurements and space co-ordination     

CONNECTION TO THE COMMUNITY 

READING 

Kate, Ashu, Shristi and Isabel enjoy 

reading books at quiet time. 

After reading the story, Christine asks 

simple open ended questions to encour-

age the children to think about the story 

and promote discussion. 
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week ending 18 September 2015 

Gorilla painting  
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week ending 18 September 2015 

Mia is cutting 

the strawber-

ries. Mia was 

very confident 

when using the 

knife.  

Kian wanted to 

squeeze the 

orange and 

taste it.  

In the kinder room, the children used real fruit to make a fruit 

salad for afternoon tea. This was a wonderful experience for 

them. Children had to take responsibility to be careful when 

using the knife. Children also tasted each fruit what they cut. 

Matthew is 

cutting straw-

berries and 

concentrating 

well to handle 

the knife 

Joshua and 

Flynn busy  

cutting fruits 

Í need to be 

careful. Other-

wise I will cut my 

fingers. Liam 

was carefully 

cutting straw-

berries. 

‘Thomas was cut-

ting oranges. 

Thomas handled 

this difficult job 

safely. 

Veraj is cutting 

strawberries 

and concen-

trating very 

hard.  

‘Can I taste 

some’ Veraj 

asked. 
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week ending 18 September 2015 

NUMERACY 

Jarvis is using his knowledge of shapes to an-

other level. 
Merline is using her numeracy skills to match num-

bers” Daniel is observing Merline. 

Matthew matching the number using cotton reels 
Thomas is counting the cotton reels to check if 

the amount match with the number. 

Sam, Merline, Liam, Kate and Aishu are matching the num-

bers with the cotton reels and counting  

Kate is engaged 

in completing a 

matching activity. 

Kate recognised 

all the shapes 

accurately. 
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week ending 18 September 2015 

 

Dear Parents, 

We’ve had a busy time in the kinder. Winter was a difficult period with       

children falling sick on a regular basis. 

We are all looking forward to Spring as it will be an interesting period with 

so many fun activities. 

This term we were focusing on cognitive development, imaginative skills 

and resilience. 

A sincere thanks to Ethan’s mum for donating some beautiful dress-ups 

and a big thank you to Flynn’s grandma for sewing up some of our ripped 

clothes;  

Daniel Lian’s mum for donating spare cloths for the kinder room (we can 

never have enough). 

Thank you to all the parents for your support and cooperation. 

 

Sherryl & Christine 

 


