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Centre Curriculum 

Belonging, Being & Becoming - The Early Years Leaning Framework for Australia

In 2009 the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (DEECD) in consultation with the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) as well as community and professional advocates, developed the first Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) for Australia – Belonging, Being & Becoming.  The framework is designed to provide young children (birth – 8 years) with opportunities to develop a foundation for future success in learning.  It supports the Council of Australian Governments vision that:
“all children have the best start in life to create a better future for themselves and for the nation”

The framework draws on conclusive evidence that the early years are a vital period in a child’s life for learning and development.  It has a strong emphasis on play-based learning yet recognises the importance of communication and language (including literacy and numeracy) as well as social and emotional development.

The framework has been designed for staff to work in partnership with families as we recognise that you are the first and most influential educator in your child’s life.  It supports us to work together to support all children to achieve the outlined learning and development outcomes and is based on mutual respect, resolve and responsibility and where we are all equal partners.
We understand that each child is different and will achieve these learning outcomes in different ways at different times and at different rates.  The benefit of this framework allows us to design programs that respond to the individual child, family and community needs.

As children grow and participate in everyday life, they construct their own identities and understandings of the world.  Their earliest development and learning takes place through the development of relationships as from birth they are connected to family, community, culture and place.

Belonging – knowing where and with whom you belong – children first belong to a family, a cultural group, a neighbourhood and a wider community.  They learn from their social contexts and relationships are critical to a sense of belonging and in defining their identities.  To experience a sense of belonging is integral to human existence.  

Being – Children live in the present and childhood is a time to be, to seek and make meaning of the world.  Being acknowledges the here and now in a child’s life, it’s about the present and them knowing themselves, building and maintaining relationships and meeting challenges of everyday life.

Becoming – reflects the process of change in a child’s life; their identities, knowledge and understandings.  There are many circumstances and events that shape a child’s life and the concept of becoming is about learning to participate fully and actively in society.

The Victorian Early Years Learning and Development Framework

The Victorian Early Years Learning and Development Framework (VEYLDF) links the learning outcomes from the EYLF with the Victorian Essential Learning Standards (VELS) levels 1 & 2.  VELS outlines what is essential for all Victorian students to learn during their time at school from Prep to Year 10
The curriculum throughout the centre is based on a collaboration of the National Early Years Learning Framework (BBB), Victorian Early Years Learning and Development Framework and the centres philosophy.  The aim of the program is to foster the children’s development based on the five learning outcomes identified in the Victorian Framework as outlined below –
IDENTITY - to foster a sense of trust, feeling of security and a strong self esteem; to develop the child’s independence, co operation and positive relationships with each other.  It is important that we support each child in their choices and help them develop a sense of care, empathy and respect towards others.
COMMUNITY - for the children to develop a sense of belonging to groups and communities; to understand and respect cultural diversity and develop an awareness of the natural environment.

WELL BEING - For the children to develop a strong sense of physical well being in terms of their diet, exercise and daily hygiene needs. To promote development through gross and fine motor experiences.

LEARNING - For the children to take an active role in learning about the world based on their individual interests. To foster an environment where children have opportunities to explore, discover and solve problems.

COMMUNICATION - For the children to use language for a range of purposes: to build vocabulary, express emotions, to promote literacy through stories and songs.

These goals are achieved by offering a structured yet flexible program in a nurturing and stimulating environment that covers all aspects of the child’s day including their routines.  Learning takes place at the child’s individual pace, taking into account the individuals age and stage of development, allowing each child to practice and master the age appropriate skills for life learning.
Learning takes place both indoors and outdoors. Teaching is both spontaneous (as a situation arises) and intentional (planned for in advance - including programs such as Letterland, Hey Dee Ho music and yoga as well as Jump for Joy). Daily transitions including meal times and toileting are regarded as learning platforms.

We encourage participation and involvement from parents especially via feedback and your suggestions.  We believe that you, as a parent, play an important role in making your child’s experience at Camberwell Junction Early Learning Centre a positive one.

If you have any special skills or spare time we enthusiastically welcome you to join the program. We endeavor to plan culturally relevant days so if you could assist us with dates, ideas and resources (e.g. music) we would greatly appreciate it.  We also plan special event days like mother’s day and fathers’ day which you are more than welcome to attend.   
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